Your Name
Address
City, State, zip

Date

Representative XXX [Your representative – find out who your representative is at https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/find-my-legislators] 
77 S. High St.
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Representative XXX:

Paragraph 1: My name is XXX and I am writing today to urge your support for House Bill 448, the Fostering Siblings Connections Act.  HB 448 was introduced by Representatives Sarah LaTourette and Janine Boyd and is currently pending in the House Community and Family Advancement Committee.

Paragraph 2: Introduce yourself and give a brief overview of why you are involved with and support the legislation.

Paragraph 3: Present arguments for the bill. Why is it important to you? Can use language from the example below: 

EXAMPLE: HB 448 is critically important to the state of Ohio.  Passage will ensure that siblings who are adopted or are in foster care will be able to maintain relationships and schedule visitation and other interactions.  Studies have shown that sibling relationships are essential for these youths and often represent the only continuity they will experience while they are under the care of the state.

Paragraph 4: Summarize why the bill is important and reemphasize any points you think are especially pertinent. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]EXAMPLE: Federal law already requires that states make efforts to sustain these connections, but Ohio law must be strengthened to ensure that this happens.  Specifically, HB 448:

· Defines sibling in a way that recognizes the various legal arrangements that youth in foster care experience.
· Provides foster children with the legal tools necessary to ensure they remain connected.
· Requires courts and placement agencies to make efforts to place siblings together or permit ongoing interaction.
· Provides courts with flexibility and oversight to ensure that children’s’ best interests are met when enforcing the law.

Paragraph 5:  Please support HB 448 to protect the rights of siblings under state care to continue these vital life-long relationships.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]

Cc: Representative Ginter, Chair Community and Family Advancement Committee [send copy of the letter to Representative Ginter using the same address above]



